MY PREMIERSHIP                  331
Service under Trepov and formerly the leading spirit of
the Department, was an assiduous habitue in the house of
the Court Commandant.   He had been removed by Dur-
novo from his high office and attached to the Minister of
the Interior in the capacity of official charged with special
functions.    In January,  or perhaps in February,  1906,
Lopukhin, Director of the Police Department under Plehve,
had a formal conference with me, in the course of which he
imparted to me a piece of startling information.   He knew
it as a certainty, he declared, that there was at the Police
Department a special section headed by Captain Komis-
sarov, which was engaged in turning out proclamations
inciting to anti-Jewish pogroms, and in disseminating them
broadcast in the country.    Only the other day, he said,
large bales of this literature had been sent to Kursk, Wilna,
and Moscow.   He added that the section had originated
under Trepov and had been directed by Rachkovski, who
at the time was still connected with it.
Knowing Lopukhin's hostility toward both Trepov and
Rachkovski, I assumed a skeptical attitude toward his tale,
and asked him to submit proofs in support of his words.
Several days later Lopukhin brought me samples of the
proclamations he had spoken about. He warned me that,
unless Komissarov were taken by surprise, he would be able
easily to cover up his traces. The following day I sum-
moned one of my secretaries and ordered him immediately
to drive to the Police Department in my own carriage and
from there to the place where Captain Komissarov was most
likely to be found and bring me the man without the least
delay and without allowing him the time necessary to
change his clothes in case he was not in proper uniform.
A half hour later I beheld Captain Komissarov for the
first time in my life. He wore citizen's clothes. I seated
him and without mincing words asked him how he was
getting on with the very important affair with which he had